
Habitat Project Proposal

Proposal Number: 1236Proposal Title: Seep Ridge Bullhog

DWR Region: Northeastern Region Lead Agency: BLM

PM Phone: 4357816733

Project Description: Improve 200 acres of elk and deer spring/summer range by removing encroaching pinyon-juniper trees.

Proposed Start Date: 07/01/2008

Project Location: The project is located along the Seep Ridge road in the Bookcliffs area of Uintah County, just north of the Monument Ridge junction.

Shapefile Name: seepridgebullhog09.shp

Potential Risks: Some risk of weed expansion.

UPCD Reg Team Coord Date: 01/29/2008

Proposed 
NEPA Action:

Proposed 
Arch Action:

Project Type: Terrestrial Habitat

Seed Source:

Regional Priority: Within Focus Area

Description of 
Problem/Need:

The project area is comprised of a mixture of mountain sage and mountain brush vegetative types.  Over the last few decades, Pinyon-
Juniper trees have encroached into the project area, resulting in along term decline in vegetative production and vigor of the shrubs 
and understory species.   Removal of the Pinyon-Juniper trees is needed to maintain the long term health and productiveness of this 
important vegetative type for elk, mule deer, and sage grouse.

Relevance to  
Strategic Plans:

The WAP identifies sage-grouse as a Tier II species and mule deer are a Tier III species. The WAP also identifies the shrubsteppe, 
and Aspen/mountain browse as key habitats for species of concern. This project is consistent with DWR management plans for mule 
deer, elk, and sage-grouse.
Relevant to the Vernal Field Office RMP and the Vernal Field Office Fire Management Plan.

Proposed Methods: Pinyon and Juniper trees in the area will be removed using a rubber-tired bullhog machine, with mulch being left on-site. No seeding is 
planned for the area, as sufficient understory exists. BLM will contract 400 acres, DWR will contract 200 acres.

Monitoring Details: A range-trend study site will be established in the project area with baseline data taken before project begins.
Repeat photopoints will be established to document changes in vegetation.

Vegetation Monitoring Wildlife Monitoring

Cons. Outreach 
Details:

LAND OWNERSHIP

Objectives: Improve 600 acres elk, and deer summer range and sage-grouse brood habitat by removing pinyon and juniper trees from 
sagebrush/mountain browse areas.

County: Uintah

SPECIES BENEFITING

Project Manager: Steve Strong

Owner Acres

SITLA 205

BLM 105

Total 310

Mule Deer Elk Greater Sage-grouse
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Habitat Project Proposal

Project Map:

PROPOSED FUNDING

PROPOSED BUDGET

Item Description DWR Account
In Kind/      

Partner Contrib. 

Contractual Services bullhog contract @ $275/acre $55,000.00 $110,000.00

Motor Pool vehicle mileage $1,500.00 $0.00

NEPA BLM in-kind contribution $0.00 $5,000.00

$0.00 $0.00

$115,000.00$56,500.00Totals

Source
Amount 

Requested
Date 

Approved
Amount 

Approved

BLM FLR $55,000.00 $0.00

Other $55,000.00 $0.00

BLM HLI $30,000.00 $0.00

DNR Watershed (FY09) $16,500.00 $0.00

Habitat Acct 174 $10,000.00 $0.00

BLM $5,000.00 $0.00

$0.00$171,500.00Totals

Funding Type Funding Percent

PROPOSED FUNDING ALLOCATION

Big Game 100

100.00%Total 
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